Hardwood Forestry Fund 

Grant Application & Guidelines
The Hardwood Forestry Fund promotes hardwood timber growth, management, education, and environmentally sound uses of renewable forest resources by providing grant funding to partnering natural resource organizations.  The Hardwood Forestry Fund supports sustainable forestry by funding selective tree planting, direct seeding, natural regeneration, management, and hardwood research requests.  Member forest products companies, foundations, and individuals provide funding for Hardwood Forestry Fund projects with the goal of creating working forests and strengthening forest-reliant communities.   
Evaluation Criteria

The criteria used in evaluating Hardwood Forestry Fund project proposals include:

1. Project Location: The Hardwood Forestry Fund supports projects on public land including federal, state, local or university land, or on property owned by non-profit organizations. The HFF prefers state land under direct management of natural resources professional. The land must be allocated for multiple use.  Appropriate planting sites include but are not limited to: idle land being converted to forest, sites damaged by wildfire, insect or disease, ice, or wind storm, and naturally regenerating sites lacking desired stocking or species composition.   
2. Professional Management: A forester or other natural resource professional responsible for the project should submit the application.  Proposals should include sustainable management plans that address wildlife habitat enhancement, soil and water conservation, air quality, and high quality timber production and regeneration. All plans must include a harvest and regeneration schedule for the planted/managed trees. 

3. Species: Funding requests are considered for the planting and/or management of          commercial hardwood species, giving preference to cherry, red oak, white oak, hard maple, and walnut.  See preferred species list.

Funding is available for, but is not limited to: site preparation, seedling purchase, seed purchase, planting labor, TSI, competition control, pruning, tree shelter purchase and installation, fencing, and signage.  

A NOTE TO APPLICANTS 

If your application is selected for funding:

· You will be asked to sign a Basis of Understanding that includes a segment that says the money sought for the project will be used solely as described in the application. 

· Species substitutions are not allowed unless formally approved by the HFF Board. 

· The Hardwood Forestry Fund will ask for periodic updates on project success as well as photos of the site and help with press releases.  

· Please retain receipts for work related to this grant.  The HFF requires copies of receipts to reimburse our grantees.  Please discuss funding that may be needed up front (seedling reservation or other) with HFF staff. 

How to Apply: 

Complete the application form and e-mail it to the Hardwood Forestry Fund.  The Hardwood Forestry Fund Board of Directors reviews project applications twice each year.  E-mail inquiries and applications to: Barbara@hardwoodforestryfund.org Questions? Call 703-503-1155. 
HARDWOOD FORESTRY FUND

GRANT APPLICATION

Please limit your application to four pages and answer all questions in the order in which they appear.  Complete your application and save it as a MS Word file so that you can submit it by e-mail to the Hardwood Forestry Fund:  Barbara@hardwoodforestryfund.org
Natural resource professionals are encouraged to discuss project ideas before investing time in the application process. Please contact HFF staff at 703-503-1155. 

Please select project type(s):

Seedling Planting

Direct Seeding

Natural Regeneration

Timber Stand Improvement

Fencing


Other Management 

Applicants: If your project is not a seedling planting project, please make modifications to this application as necessary. Try to convey first year numbers and species of desirable hardwood seedlings or saplings per acre as a result of this grant.   

Organization Name: 

Project Manager’s Name and Title: 

Mailing / Street Address: 

City/ State/ Postal Code: 
Phone: 

Fax:   


E-mail: 

Location of Target Site: (Name of forest and specific site.  Include location coordinates in UTM, latitude/longitude, USPLS or submit USGS topographic map with site identified). 

Email a map of the planting site with your application. 
Landowner:

Size of Target Area in acres:

Number of Seedlings, by species, to be planted or targeted the first year:

Total number of seedlings to be planted or targeted:

Planting method:

Estimated seedling spacing:

Estimated planting date:

Project Budget: 
Include costs for site prep, seedling purchase, planting labor, durable sign, other. 

Amount of Funding requested from the Hardwood Forestry Fund: 
Total amount requested from Hardwood Forestry Fund

Project Partners and Roles: 

Project partners are encouraged. Please describe partner’s contributions (cash or in-kind).   Please include your organization’s contributions to this project including long term management. 

Project Description: Provide a short narrative including site history, site description, site productivity, and site preparation requirements.

Does the target site experience regeneration problems?  If so, please explain.  If the problem is deer browse, what steps will your organization undertake to protect young trees and to maximize hardwood survival and height growth? 

Is this site a failed planting?  If so, why did the planting fail?  Has this site been previously planted with Hardwood Forestry Fund grant funds?   

Environmental Education Opportunities: Describe demonstration and education opportunities expected. Describe and include estimated number of participants (students, private landowners, and others) expected to visit the site each year. 
Major Benefits of the Project:

Describe Sign: Sign recognizing project initiation date, management objectives, harvest date, regeneration methods, and project partners is required.  Include costs for sign(s) in your grant request amount.

Management Plan including Estimated Harvest and Regeneration Schedules: Please provide detailed plans for monitoring health and growth of the trees.    
Are you requesting funding for weed control for this project?  If so, please describe the frequency, method, and/or product you plan to use.  If weed control is needed, include funding request for mowing and /or weed control in this application and not as a separate request in future years.    

Seedling Survival:  How will your organization address stocking if survival after the second year is less than 50%? 

Will this project be initiated if funding from the Hardwood Forestry Fund is unavailable?

Submitted By:    




Date:

Send completed application as an email attachment to: Barbara@hardwoodforestryfund.org
Please call 703-503-1155 to verify that your application was received.
